JOHN S. WISE, JR., president of Pennsylvania Power & Light 


Co., who is adding new generating capacity to the system to meet 
all anticipated power demands for normal and defense requirements 
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READY FOR THE ASSEMBLY LINE 


HERE is extra value for you in the fact that we build 
distribution transformers by the tens of thousands. 
Large-scale manufacture makes possible ingenious line- 


production facilities and methods. Rigid adherence to 


General Electric standards dictates the use of the highest 


quality of workmanship and the best materials 


obtainable. 


With such facilities, and through major developments, 
culminating in the application of the Spirakore design 
to a wide range of ratings, we have been able to provide 
you with transformers having superior characteristics, 
less weight, and smaller dimensions—at price levels 
that have been consistently lowered during the last 


several years. 
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Topping Unit 


Ordered 


in Expansion Program 


Pennsylvania Power & Light to spend $5,000,000 to add two new 
boilers and 35,000-kw. unit at Hauto plant — President Wise 
says company can meet any anticipated or emergency load 


Generating capacity of Pennsylvania 
Power & Light Co. will be increased 
35,000 kw. as a result of the new 
$5,000,000 expansion program at the 
company’s “mine-mouth” steam-electric 
plant located at Hauto, near Mauch 
Chunk. 

The company recently placed an 
order with Westinghouse Electric & 
Manufacturing Co. for the high-pres- 
sure “topping” turbine. This unit will 
increase the capacity of Hauto to 110,- 


000 kw. when it goes into operation in 
the fall of 1942. 


New 15,000 Kw. Unit 


Under construction now is an addi- 
tion to the company’s Cedar steam 
plant located at Harrisburg. This new 
15,000-kw. unit will go into service 
about April, 1941. 

These power plant expansion pro- 
grams are a part of the company’s 
policy of keeping well ahead of require- 
ments of its customers and always be- 
ing prepared to meet anticipated power 
requirements, according to President 
J. S. Wise, Jr. Both Hauto and Cedar 
power plants are strategically located, 
Mr. Wise said, and the additional 
power they will produce will be avail- 
able to consumers through the territory 
served by the company by means of its 
completely interconnected system of 
transmission and distribution lines. 

It was pointed out by Mr. Wise that 
this additional power plant capacity, 
along with the company’s present ade- 
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quate sources of supply, will be more 
than sufficient to meet the needs of its 
present customers and provide ample 
power supply for anticipated national 
defense requirements within the terri- 
tory for the next several years. 

Plans for the new Hauto addition 
provide for the installation of two new 


CIRCULATING WATER—Out in the Susquehanna River Pennsylvania Power & 

is building this cofferdam and excavating for the intake to the 60-in. circulating water 

line as part of the program which calls for installation of a 15,000-kw. General Electric 

topping unit at the Cedar plant in Harrisburg. Entrance to the pipe is through opening 
in left side of cofferdam 
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boilers operating at 1,325 lb. pressure 
and 930 deg. Each boiler will make 
350,000 lb. of steam per hour and will 
be fired with very small sizes of an- 
thracite to be burned in pulverized 
form. 


Modern Station 


Mr. Wise pointed out that Pennsyl- 
vania Power & Light Co. is the world’s 
largest user of anthracite, consuming 
approximately 1,500,000 tons a year. 
The Hauto power plant with its new 
addition will burn more than 500,000 
tons a year and will be the largest and 
most modern anthracite burning power 
plant in the world. 
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FINGER PRINTING—Responding to the Mayor’s appeal that personnel of business 
organizations voluntarily submit finger prints for the civil identification file at Police 
Headquarters, 23 executives of the Consolidated Edison Co. of New York system 


recently recorded their prints. 


L. to r—David C. Johnson, president of New York Steam 


Corp.: Ralph H. Tapscott, president of Consolidated Edison; Oscar H. Fogg, vice-chair- 
man; Floyd L. Carlisle, chairman, and Detective James F. Carter of the Bureau of 
Criminal Identification 





Runaway Crane Pulls 
Out Switch Section 


A runaway overhead crane in the 
west power house at Grand Coulee 
smashed a $10,000 section of the switch 
control equipment recently when it 
pulled the section from a turbine pit 
wall where it was stored. 

According to witnesses, a short circuit 
sent the 50-ton CBI crane running 
crazily up and down the tracks, lower- 
ing and lifting its hoist hook and sling 
as it traveled. The cable hooked the 
switching equipment as the machine 
passed by and sent it crashing to the 
bottom, 70 feet below. 

Workmen saw the crane operating, 
but for a few minutes thought some one 
was running it. A master switch was 
pulled, cutting off the power to the run- 
away crane. It is believed the heater 
in the crane’s cab started the fire which 
caused the short circuit. 


Mexican Companies Apply 
to Board for Permits 


Two companies incorporated under 
the laws of Mexico have applied to the 
Federal Power Commission for licenses 
to authorize the operation and mainte- 
nance of electric transmission lines 
across the international boundary of 
the United States and the Republic 
of Mexico. 

The companies are Compania Elec- 
trica Matamoros, S. A. (Matamoros 


Electric Co.) and Compania Electrica 
Ojinaga, S. A. (Ojinaga Electric Co.). 
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Both have mailing offices at Corpus 
Christi, Tex., and both have contracts 
with the Central Power & Light Co. 
for the purchase of electric energy. 

The Matamoros company operates a 
transmission line across the Rio Grande 
between a point near Brownsville, Tex., 
and a point near Matamoros, Mex. The 
Ojinga company operates a transmis- 
sion line across the Rio Grande be- 
tween Presidio, Tex., and a point near 
Ojinaga, Mex. The electric energy ex- 
ported is for distribution use and re- 
sale in the respective Mexican cities 
and vicinity. 


Mails Tax Checks 


Alabama Power Co. has completed 
mailing checks to the different counties 
of the state in payment of its ad valorem 
taxes for 1940 amounting to $1,382,635. 
Of this amount $615,903 goes to the 
schools. The taxes were paid in ad- 
vance so that the counties can meet 
payment of teachers’ salaries. 





Ohio Edison Plans 
New 35,000 Kw. Unit 


Ohio Edison Co., subsidiary of Com- 
monwealth & Southern Corp., will spend 
$3,600,000 to install a new 35,000-kw. 
turbo-generator in a new building at 
the Gorge power plant. Work will start 
next spring and completion is scheduled 
for the fall of 1942, according to A. C. 
Blinn, president. 
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NEWS BRIEFS 





Tue New Jersey State League of 
Municipalities recently adopted a reso- 
lution at its convention that the legisla- 
ture appropriate more than $6,000,000 
annually for safety lighting. 


THE OTHER DAY a prominent utility 
man was arranging by phone to have 
his gas meter changed over to his new 
home. The young lady who took the 
order was more than somewhat zealous 
in getting the mass of vital statistics 
collected at such times. So much so, 
in fact, that the utility man exploded: 
“You’re darn curious about me! I’m 
six feet tall, blonde, about forty, and 
married!” 


Tue INDEPENDENT Union of Allis- 
Chalmers Employees, rival of the CIO 
United Automobile Workers local at the 
Allis-Chalmers plant, formally went out 
of business Tuesday with a newspaper 
advertisement announcing that its offi- 
cers would no longer be responsible for 
the debts of the union. Passing of the 
independent does not leave the field 
open to the CIO union, however. AFL 
craft unions have opened a drive to re- 
gain the plant which they held before 
CIO came in. 


Day AFTER CHRISTMAS a block of 
approximately 179,000 shares of Con- 
solidated Edison Co. of New York, Inc., 
was offered over the counter and was 
oversubscribed in 40 minutes. 


Tue James F. Lincoitn Arc Welding 
Foundation points to its current $200,- 
000 program of 458 awards as a direct 
stimulus to the vital objective of speed- 
ing the national defense program. 


Miss JutiA Swinspurne, the first 
woman to complete 40 years of service 
with the Wisconsin Electric Power Com- 
pany, was among thirteen “double 
veterans” honored at the 25th annual 
reunion of the company veterans’ asso- 
ciation held on December 21. The 
association will recognize 290 “single 
veterans” who have rounded out 20 
years of service with the Milwaukee 
utility. 


CrarE W. H. Banes, the stormy 
former Mayor of Huntington, Ind., is 
finally out of jail after spending 633 
days. He went home for a Christmas 
celebration with his wife and children, 
after the court had remarked “the law 
has been satisfied.” It ended the last 
and longest of three terms imposed for 
contempt of court for violations of in- 
junctions and restraining orders ob- 
tained by Northern Indiana Power Co. 
The former Mayor waged a losing battle 
to establish a municipal utility. 
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Central Maine Power 
Starts New Steam Plant 


President Wyman says new site will provide for ultimate capacity 
of 150,000 hp. — Will connect new plant with existing 
transmission system — Expands 1941 budget 


Announcement that Central Maine 
Power Co. will proceed at once with the 
construction of a new steam-generating 
plant of approximately 27,000 hp. ca- 
pacity has been made at Augusta by 
President Walter S. Wyman. To a 
representative of ExectricaL Wor Lp, 
Mr. Wyman said that the site for the 
new station will be determined in the 
near future, and that the land area 
provided will enable an ultimate ca- 
pacity of 150,000 hp. to be installed. 
The turbine will operate at 600 Ib. 
steam pressure and about 750 deg. F. 
superheat, and with the boiler and con- 
denser equipment has been on order 
since last July to insure earlier installa- 
tion in the event of load growth re- 
quiring completion of the plant by win- 
ter of 1941-42. 


Tie-in With Network 


Central Maine Power will connect the 
new plant with the existing 110-kv. 
transmission system, which is also inter- 
connected with the affiliated Cumber- 
land County Power & Light system at 
Portland. Another important tie line 
is in service at Bucksport at the plant 
of the Maine Seaboard Paper Co., 
where energy can be interchanged with 
the Bangor Hydro-Electric Co. Mr. 
Wyman said that the occasion for build- 
ing the new plant is primarily to insure 
the company’s service during low-water 
periods. It now has about 40,000 hp. in 
steam units and generates over 90 per 
cent of its output from hydro. 

Since the beginning of 1939 the com- 
pany has expended $5,893,000 in plant 
construction, geared up to assure gov- 
ernment and industry that no power 
bottlenecks will occur on the system and 
that rising domestic use of electricity 
will readily be met. The 1941 construc- 
tion budget will be about $3,300,000, 
making a little over $9,000,000 in the 
three-year period. The new steam plant 
announced above will add in the vicinity 
of $2,000,000 to the “dinner pail” dol- 
lars identified with Maine’s develop- 
ment. The part of the program just 
completed includes the installation of a 
third 34,000-hp. unit at Wyman station, 
the development at Solon (Williams sta- 
tion, about 9,000 hp.), the erection of 
a 20,000-hp. steam plant at Bucksport, 
the building of a 40-mile, 110-kv. trans- 
mission line from Detroit to Maxcy’s, 
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the erection of a 33-kv. line from Gulf 
Island station to Bath and various im- 
portant substation and distribution sys- 
tem construction which in part is identi- 
fied with the national defense program. 
The Gulf Island-Bath line was rushed 
to completion to provide additional 
power for the Bath Iron Works, which 
is engaged in a huge construction pro- 
gram for the U.S. Navy. 

The Bucksport steam plant went into 
service about September 1. It is con- 
veniently located at a major industrial 
center having extensive substation and 
condensing water facilities and provides 
an important reserve power supply less 
expensive to operate than the older 
auxiliary steam plants of the company at 
Farmingdale and Lewiston. With this 
plant in use, the company will not have 
to husband its stored water quite so 
carefully in winter, since it will be 
feasible to fall back upon Bucksport in 
case the water storage should approach 
exhaustion prior to the spring run-off. 
This will reduce the loss of water from 
spilling in case of late storage and early 
spring. The Solon unit and the third 
Wyman unit are water-cooled, enabling 
maximum waterwheel outputs to be 
utilized. 

The Detroit-Maxcy’s 110-kv. line 
completes a high-tension loop serving 





the most important portions of the Cen- 
tral Maine system and facilitates dupli- 
cate service for the area. Improved 
voltage regulation results, and condi- 
tions of supply have been much im- 
proved in various residential, commer- 
cial and industrial districts as a result 
of the foregoing plant and line de- 
velopments. 


California May Get TVA 
for $440,000,000 Project 


President Roosevelt has approved the 
drafting of federal legislation for a 
“little TVA” in California, according 
to Gov. Culbert L. Olsen. It is pro- 
posed to create a regional federal au- 
thority for operation of the Central Val- 
ley project in California. When com- 
pleted this project is expected to cost 
$440,000,000. 

Governor Olsen said that he had dis- 
cussed the project with the President 


and TVA Director David E. Lilienthal. 


FPC Power Report 


The Federal Power Commission has 
issued the second of its monthly re- 
ports on electric power requirements 
and supply in the United States. It 
was in the first report that the FPC 
predicted a power shortage of 1,500,- 
000 kw. by 1942 and which brought 
forth a storm of denials from the utili- 
ties that any such shortage is likely to 
develop. The FPC reports are available 
to the public and can be obtained from 
the commission in Washington. 
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SUBSTATION—The new Bath substation of Central Maine Power Co., which is serving 
a growing industrial load as the national defense program expands 
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Utility System Raises 
Building Budget 45% 


Standard Gas & Electric subsidiaries to spend $53,807,229, of which 
$46,119,541 is tor electric expansion — Eight major 
projects are included in expenditures 


A 45 per cent increase in the con- 
struction budget of Standard Gas & 
Electric system operating companies 
for 1941 over 1940 was revealed this 
week when it was announced that the 
“preliminary and tentative” budget for 
the new year amounted to $53,807,229. 
The system’s 1940 budget was $37,047,- 
735. 

The possibility exists, it was stated, 
that further additions to the 1941 
budget, authorized during the year as 
conditions demand, may increase the 
budget by $5,000,000 to $7,000,000 or a 
total of $60,000,000. 


Large Carryover 


Included in the tentative budget is 
$23,702,052 which, it is estimated, will 
be carried over from the system’s 1940 
construction budget for expenditures on 
projects not completed during the past 
year. . 

Of the $53,807,229 it is estimated that 
$46,119,541 will be spent in electric 
departments of the operating com- 
panies, $4,367,156 in gas departments 
and $3,320,532 for other departments. 

Eight major projects are included in 
the preliminary budget. When com- 
pleted these will provide additional gen- 
erating capacity of approximately 328,- 
000 kw. Principal projects are: 


Duquesne Licut Co.—Completion of a 
60,000-kw. generating unit at James H. 
Reed station in Pittsburgh, authorized in 
the 1940 budget and scheduled for com- 
pletion in July 1941; also a new generat- 
ing station of 60,000-kw. initial capacity 
at Wireton, scheduled for completion in 
the early fall of 1942. 

LouisvittE Gas & Extectric Co.—Com- 
pletion of an addition of 25,000 kw. to 
the company’s Canal station, also author- 
ized under the 1940 budget and sched- 
uled for completion in October 1941. 

NortHERN States Power Co. (Minne- 
sota)—Completion of an addition of 50,- 
000 kw. capacity to High Bridge station 
in St. Paul—authorized in the 1940 budget 
and scheduled for completion in October 
1941. 

San Dieco Gas & Exectric Co.—An 
additional boiler to be installed in Sta- 
tion B, increasing the capacity of that 
station by 15,000 kw., started under the 
1940 program and scheduled for comple- 
tion in September, 1941; also a new 
steam-electric generating station of 35,000 
kw. capacity to be known as the Silver 
Gate station, to be located in San Diego 
and scheduled for completion in Septem- 
ber 1942. 

SouTHERN CoLorADO Power Co.—Com- 
pletion of an addition of 7,500 kw. to the 
Pueblo station, authorized under the 1940 
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budget and scheduled for completion in 
May 194]. 

Wisconsin Pustic Service Corp.—An 
addition of 25,000 kw. capacity to the 
Bayside station in Green Bay for comple- 
tion in June, 1942. 


Budgets of Subsidiaries 


Preliminary construction budgets for 
1941 for the principal public utility 
companies of the Standard Gas & Elec- 
tric Co. system are as follows: Califor- 
nia Oregon Power Co., $1,211,059; 
Louisville Gas & Electric Co., $8,282,- 
088; Mountain States Power Co., $750,- 
000; Northern States Power (Minne- 
sota) and subsidiaries, less Wisconsin 
utilities, $7,250,000; Northern States 
Power (Wisconsin) and _ subsidiaries, 
$910,500; Oklahoma Gas & Electric Co., 
$1,762,380; Philadelphia Company and 
subsidiaries (exclusive of Pittsburgh 
Railways Co. and Pittsburgh Motor 
Coach Co., now in receivership) $22,- 
127,008; San Diego Gas & Electric Co., 
$5,740,891; Southern Colorado Power 
Co., $824,551; Wisconsin Public Service 
Corp., $4,478,000. 

Completion of the new stations pro- 
posed in the 1941 construction budget 
and completion of stations and addi- 
tions provided for in the 1940 budget 
now under construction will result in 
the public utility operating companies 
of the Standard Gas and Electric Sys- 
tem having a total installed electric 
generating capacity of about 1,731,000 
kw. 


Three-State Line 
License Sought 


Montana Power Co. and the Idaho 
Power Co. have filed with the Federal 
Power Commission applications for li- 
cense for portions of the 161,000-volt 
Anaconda-Grace transmission line being 
jointly constructed by these two com- 
panies and the Utah Power & Light Co. 
which will link their facilities in three 
states—Montana, Idaho and Utah. 

The project for which the Montana 
Power Co. seeks a license forms the 
northernmost part of the three-section 
Anaconda-Grace line. It consists of 
161,000-volt transmission line com- 
mencing at the applicant’s substation 
at Anaconda, Mont., and extending 
southerly a distance of about 126 miles 
to the Montana-Idaho State boundary 
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line, at which point it connects with 
the section under construction by Idaho 
Power Co. Idaho Power Co.’s applica- 
tion is for the center portion of the 
three-section line. It covers that por- 
tion of the line extending from the 
section under construction by Utah 
Power & Light Co., northerly a dis- 
tance of more than 90 miles to the 
Idaho-Montana State boundary line, at 
which point it connects with the line 
being constructed by the Montana 
Power Co. 
e 


Donald Sees Rise 
for Manufacturers 


An increase in sales of 15 to 20 per 
cent for the electrical manufacturing 
industry in 1941 as compared with 1940 
is estimated in the year-end report of 
W. J. Donald, managing director of 
the National Electrical Manufacturers 
Association. “Plainly, the outlook is 
one of capacity operations. The expec- 
tation is for a busy, but not an unusually 
profitable year.” 

Mr. Donald stated that the forecast is 
based upon an expected rise in general 
business of about 10 per cent during 
1941. It is felt that the electrical manu- 
facturing industry will run between 5 
and 10 per cent ahead of the average 
of general business. 

It was stated that the estimate for 
1941 is based primarily on four assump- 
tions, national defense expenditures, 
the rise in the level of national income, 
the expected new high in power de- 
mands, and increase in total construc- 
tion. 

Mr. Donald stated that taxes will be 
higher and that there is a possibility 
of material and skilled labor shortages. 
He said that “inventories of electrical 
goods towards the year-end are up, due 
primarily to the impact of orders for 
national defense. Orders are reaching 
new highs, but production is also going 
forward to new records.” 


Orders $20,000 Back Pay 


Restitution of back wages totaling 
approximately $20,000 to about 300 
employees of the Otter Tail Power Co., 
Fergus Falls, Minn., due under wage 
and hour provisions of the Fair Labor 
Standards Act, has been ordered by 
Judge Matthew Joyce in the United 
States District Court at Minneapolis. 
Judge Joyce signed a consent decree 
ordering restitution of the back wages 
after a complaint had been filed by 
representatives of the wages and hour 
division showing that the company had 
failed to pay time and a half for over- 
time. 
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Georgia Hydro Plant 
May Get New Backing 


The $28,000,000 proposed Clark’s 
Hill hydro-electric and navigation proj- 
ect on the Savannah River will be 
smiled upon by the defense commission 
when it comes up in Congress next year 
with the ardent backing of Georgia’s 
Senator Russell and the New Deal 
public power bloc. 

So far as can be learned, no formal 
request has been made to the commis- 
sion for expression on this project, but 
it is known that it has been studied 
and that the studies have been resolved 
into a belief that the project is sound. 
Defense commission approval, tacit or 
otherwise, will be critical in determin- 
ing the project’s fate in the next budget. 
When Senator Russell asked the Presi- 
dent to support Clark’s Hill, several 
weeks ago, he was told to get the com- 
mission’s O.K.—under the Administra- 
tion’s “economy” program to limit fed- 
eral projects to those needed for de- 
fense. 

The Savannah River project has been 
approved by the U. S. Army Engineers 
but never authorized by Congress. The 
project proposes 140,000 kw. of gener- 
ating installation, in four units, with 
provision for ultimate installation of a 
fifth generator of equal size. It is esti- 
mated that the allocation of the total 
cost between navigation and power will 
permit generation of energy at 2.7 mills 
per kilowatt-hour. The project would 
take three years to build. 


Jacksonville Plant 
Damaged by Flames 


Fire in the main generating plant of 
the municipal system of Jacksonville, 
Fla. recently plunged the city into dark- 
ness when flames of an undetermined 
origin in the “star bus room” destroyed 
all of the feeder lines which pass 
through the room to serve various sec- 
tions of the city and county. 

City Utilities Commissioner Ernest E. 
Anders estimated the damage at $2,500, 
which was covered by insurance. “It 
was one of those things which seldom 
occur but which are always possible,” 
he declared. 

Mr. Anders said that the breakdown 
occurred while the power load was 35,- 
000 kw., which is 7,000 to 8,000 kw. less 
than the average daily peak. 


FPC Cites Ohio Utility 


Federal Power Commission has or- 
dered that a public hearing be held 
beginning January 27, 1941, concern- 
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NEW POWER UNIT—Detroit Edison recently set this new 75,000-kw. General Electric 
turbo-generator, No. 15 at Delray power house No. 3, in motion to give the area 


more power. 


It is an 800-lb. machine in the high-pressure section 





ing the failure of the Ohio Public Serv- 
ice Co. to comply with accounting in- 
structions of the commission’s Uniform 
System of Accounts. 


Shea Lists Triple 
Goal for Utilities 


World events in 1940 have placed 
added responsibilities on the electric 
light and power industry, Edward L. 
Shea, president of North American Co., 
stated in a year-end statement. 

During the year just closed, he said, 
“the industry has taken on new nation- 
wide importance as the defense program 
has gathered momentum. The situation 
is giving holding company systems a 
further opportunity to demonstrate 
graphically their economic vitality and 
usefulness—their willingness to use 
their financial resources, experience and 
trained man-power in the interest of 
the country at large.” 

The year ahead will see even greater 
activity, Mr. Shea said, and “we enter 
1941 with this triple goal: 

1. Maintenance of adequate facilities to 
provide for all emergency demands of the 
national defense program as well as the 
normal needs of business and home life. 

2. Continued efficiency to overcome the 
handicaps of any increases in operating 
expenses and taxes—to provide the best 
service at the lowest possible cost to con- 
sumers and, at the same time, provide the 
fair return required to attract necessary 
additional capital. 

3. Constructive steps toward clarification 
and solution, in the interest of both the 
public and the security holders, of prob- 
lems involved in practical application of 
integration provisions in the holding com- 
pany act. 
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New Office Opened 
by Wisconsin Utility 


The new $115,000 division office of 
the Wisconsin Gas & Electric Co. at 
Kenosha was recently opened to public 
inspection and the attendance at the 
open house ran beyond company ex- 
pectation, with 16,500 people going 
through the building. 

The new building, which consists of 
two stories and basement, is completely 
air conditioned. Besides housing divi- 
sion, accounting and sales offices, it pro- 
vides extensive facilities for the demon- 
stration of gas and electric appliances. 
It was the intention of the executives in 
planning the building to provide facili- 
ties that would allow the public to see 
and try out the service that the com- 
pany has to sell. 

Among the promotion facilities pro- 
vided in the building are a large audito- 
rium with both a dramatic and a kitchen 
stage equipped with gas and electric 
ranges, refrigerator and all types of 
kitchen appliances. There is a model 
living room for demonstrating home- 
lighting effects; a room specially fitted 
for the demonstration of heavy-duty 
commercial cooking equipment, and 
another equipped to demonstrate light- 
ing equipment used in commercial and 
industrial establishments. Here two 
show windows are provided in which 
various display lighting effects can be 
set up for local merchants to study. 

Unique architectural feature of the 
new divisional office building is a con- 
tinuous window which extends across 
the front of the second floor where the 
accounting offices are located. 
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Peabody to Have New 
Boiler and Generator 


To safeguard its production and 
effect increased economy of operation, 
the Peabody (Mass.) Municipal Light 
Department’s generating station will be 
enlarged by the addition of a new 
boiler and steam turbine unit to cost 
about $325,000, if the recommendations 
of a special commission to Mayor J. B. 
O’Keefe are followed. This board has 
just reported that the existing facilities 
for generation should be supplemented 
on the basis of a former report by 
Arthur L. Nelson Engineers, Boston, 
to Manager Patrick H. Tumelty of the 
department, but instead of the two 
5,000-hp. turbo units and two boilers 
there proposed, present financial con- 
ditions make it advisable to install but 
one boiler and turbine generator. 

The present equipment of the plant 
consists of two boilers and a 1,500-kw. 
steam turbine unit, and the balance of 
energy requirements above that gener- 
ated by the town at this station have 
been purchased for many years from 
the A. C. Lawrence Leather Co., which 
operates spare generating capacity in 
the industrial plant to produce this 
energy. 

The commission points out that the 
cost of production will be materially 
reduced by moderniziig the plant, the 
fuel consumption per kilowatt-hour to 
be cut from about 2.5 lb. to about 1.25 
lb. Ample space for the new equip- 
ment exists in the plant at Endicott and 
Warren Streets, and reliability of serv- 
ice will be greatly enhanced by the im- 
provement. An important feature of the 
new program is to provide for the ex- 
traction of steam from the new equip- 
ment for transmission and delivery to 
local industrial plants. 


$74,000 Rural Loan 
Authorized by SEC 


Stonewall Electric Co., a subsidiary 
of Federal Light & Traction Co., has 
entered into a loan contract dated as 
of February 14, 1940, with the Rural 
Electrification Administration and pro- 
poses to enter into an amendment 
thereto pursuant to which loan contract, 
as amended, the government will lend 
and Stonewall will borrow not to exceed 
$74,000 for the construction of rural 
electric transmission, distribution and 
service facilities in the counties of 
Johnson and Sheridan, Wyo., to serve 
approximately 306 persons not now 
receiving central station service. Such 
facilities will be physically connected 
with and become an integral part of the 
electric system of Sheridan County 
Electric Co., an associate of Stonewall. 
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REA will advance the funds pursuant 
to the loan contract and amendment 
from time to time as and when required 
during the construction of the facilities. 
Sheridan will lease from Stonewall, for 
a period of twenty years, and operate 
the electric facilities to be constructed 
by Stonewall in the state of Wyoming. 
In addition to leasing the facilities, 
Stonewall and Sheridan propose to 
enter into an option agreement giving 
Sheridan the option to buy the facili- 
ties. Securities and Exchange Commis- 
sion has authorized the agreement. 


Spokane to Hold Vote 
on Municipal Ownership 


With the Spokane, Wash., city com- 
missioners studying the engineering re- 
port on the valuation of Washington 
Water Power Co. properties, opinion 
in official circles is that the question of 
public ownership will be submitted to 
the people in the March 11 election. 

The 80-page report of Burns & Mc- 
Donnell, for which the city paid $13,- 
500 for the survey, shows cost of a new 
system to the city of $6,025,500. A new 
office building and working capital 
would bring the total cost to $6,545,500. 
The estimated depreciated value of the 
utility’s property is listed as $3,802,500. 


Maryland Board Drops 
Susquehanna Probe 


An investigation by the Maryland 
Public Service Commission of the sup- 
ply of electricity furnished the Cono- 
wingo Power Co. by the Susquehanna 
Electric Co. and the Susquehanna 
Power Co. and the rates charged was 
ordered dismissed recently. 

In ordering the dismissal the commis- 
sion ruled it had ascertained that the 
Susquehanna Power Co. and Susque- 
hanna Electric Co. were meeting their 
charter obligations and other require- 
ments laid down by the state. 


Bonneville Cuts in Unit 


The third of ten generators being 
installed at Bonneville Dam has been 
cut in on the system after preliminary 
tests by the U. S. Army engineers. The 
54,000-kw. unit relieves a power short- 
age where two units of 43,200 kw. each 
have been in operation for some time. 


Improves Plant 


Sioux City (Iowa) Gas & Electric 
Co. plans improvements to its Riverside 
plant to cost approximately $90,000. 
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NEW TIE-LINE—A four-system 100-mile interconnection and two substations were con- 





structed within six months to provide San Diego Gas & Electric with 35,000 kw. by 


December 1. 


Above view shows workmen erecting an H-frame structure for the line 
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Duquesne Light Starts 
New $8,000,000 Station 


Frank R. Phillips generating plant of 80,000 hp. to be located on Ohio 
River—Will be completed in July, 1942—Capacity of system 
now above highest peak on record 


Construction work on the new $8,000,- 
000 electric generating station of Du- 
quesne Light Co. has been started and 
the 80,000 hp. capacity is expected to 
be completed by July, 1942, to give the 
Pittsburgh district additional power to 
meet the growing load. The plant, to 
be known as the Frank R. Phillips 
power station, in honor of the president 
of the company, will be built 20 ft. 
above the 1936 flood levels. 

In authorizing start of the work the 
directors stated that “the long-estab- 
lished policy of keeping the Duquesne 
Light Company’s generating capacity 
well ahead of the actual load has 
caused us to go ahead with the new 
plant. Improvement in the general busi- 
ness situation in the Pittsburgh district, 
due in some measure to the defense 
program, has caused our customers to 
demand more and more power.” 


Completion in 1942 


The directors stated that “while our 
total generating capacity shows a com- 
fortable margin over and above the 
highest peak load on record, we feel 
that it is advisable to make plans for 
additional capacity that will be required 
eventually. When the new station is 
completed in July, 1942, our total sys- 
tem capacity will reach 832,000 hp.” 

The new station will be located on 
the Ohio River, 15 miles below the 
Point, and just opposite Ambridge, be- 
tween state highway route 930 and the 
river, on a 5Q-acre site recently pur- 
chased. The site is large enough and 
the first installation will be laid out so 
that additional generating units may be 
added, up to a possible maximum 
capacity of 350,000 hp. 

The company stated that equipment 
will all be of the very latest design and 
construction, which will make it the 
most modern and efficient station in 
operation by the company. The gener- 
ating unit will be purchased from West- 
inghouse Electric & Manufacturing Co. 
Another generating unit of the same 
size is under construction at the James 
H. Reed power station on Brunot 
Island, and it is expected to be ready 
for operation next summer, 

Coal for the new station will be 
brought in by the river and a complete 
coal-handling dock with unloading fa- 
cilities will be erected. A large outdoor 
switching station will be built adjoin- 
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ing the plant and will include trans- 
formers, 66,000-volt switches and other 
electrical equipment. The switching 
station is immediately under the 66,000- 
volt transmission line which encircles 
the Pittsburgh district, and this fact, 
together with its high elevation for flood 
protection, were decisive factors in the 
choice of the site for the new power 
station. 


Electric Drives Will 
Serve Plywood Mill 


The Atlas Plywood Corp., Boston, is 
about to place a new plant in operation 
at Howland, Me., which will produce 
shipping containers on a large scale, 
utilizing purchased electricity supplied 
at 2,200 volts from the system of the 
Bangor Hydro-Electric Co., which has a 
local generating station within about 
700 ft. of the new mill. 

A sawmill of the most modern de- 
sign and veneer mill of advanced type 
feature the installation, which will be 
served by more than one hundred 550- 
volt, three-phase, 60-cycle motors em- 
bodying many improvements in drives 
and control. More than 300 hp. in 
connected motor load has been installed 
in the sawmill, which is provided with 
a 7-ft. band mill driven by a 125-hp. 
motor and having many other produc- 
tion units of special design. Extensive 
applications of reducing gears have 
been made. 

Specially designed equipment, elec- 
trically driven, has been installed to 
eliminate manual handling operations 
to the utmost degree. The new plant 
will have a boiler plant of 2,000 hp. 
capacity, using wood waste as fuel. 


Co-op Allowed New Lines; 
Board Protects Utility 


Following a hearing before the Mary- 
land Public Service Commission, the 
Southern Maryland Tri-County Co- 
operative Association, Inc., has been 
granted permission to extend its elec- 
tric distribution system in Prince 
George’s, Charles and St. Mary’s coun- 
ties, aggregating about 55 miles of 
lines. At the same time authority was 
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granted to borrow up to $84,000 from 
the REA to pay for the extensions and 
changes. 

In authorizing the improvements, the 
commission did so with the provision 
that the co-operative shall not in any 
way interfere with the service of the 
Maryland Light & Power Co. at points 
where its lines cross, parallel or come 
in close proximity to the lines of 
the utility or with lines later erected 
by that company under the authority 
of the commission. Neither is the co- 
operative to serve any customer now 
being supplied by Maryland Light. 


Order Lockport Utility 
to Adjust Book Cost 


New York Public Service Commission 
has adopted a report by Commissioner 
Maurice C. Burritt in which he recom- 
mends that the book cost of the Lock- 
port Light, Heat & Power Co. be ad- 
justed in the amount of $390,895, thus 
reducing the price which the New York 
State Electric & Gas Corp., which pur- 
chased the Lockport company property, 
will be permitted to place on its books. 

In addition, the report also recom- 
mends a deduction as retirement reserve 
of $427,084, leaving the Lockport 
property an adjusted book cost less 
retirement reserve of $2,896,670. This 
sum, the report states, is the amount 
the New York State Electric & Gas 
Corp. should be permitted to carry on 
its books as the net price of the Lock- 
port utility’s property. 

This proceeding goes back to 1929, 
when the commission authorized the 
Lockport company to transfer its sys- 
tem, works and franchises to the New 
York State Electric & Gas Corp. 


Bond Issue Defeated 


At a recent election held in Nevada, 
Mo., voters defeated a bond issue of 
$490,000 by a vote of 2,093 against the 
bonds to 802 for the bonds, a defeat of 
slightly more than 2% to 1. Proceeds of 
the bond issue were to be used to con- 
struct a competing municipal plant. 
The Missouri Public Service Corp. 
serves the city. Since it requires a two- 
thirds majority to vote bonds in the 
state, the defeat is a decisive one. 


SEC Approves Merger 


Announcement has been made that 
the Securities and Exchange Commis- 
sion has approved the application of 
Southeastern Electric & Gas Co. to 
merge its wholly owned subsidiary, 
Eastern Power Co. 








Policy on Military 
Service Announced 


Board of directors of the Public 
Service Corp. of New Jersey has 
adopted a resolution providing for spe- 
cial recognition for each permanent 
employee who has been in the employ 
of the various companies since July 1, 
1940, and who has been or may be 
inducted into active military service or 
who shall voluntarily enlist for a 
period of not more than one year in 
the armed forces of the country. 

This is supplementary to the Septem- 
ber resolution which gave special recog- 
nition to those employees who, as mem- 
bers of any reserve component of the 
Army, Navy or Marine Corps of the 
United States, called into active 
service prior to December 31. This sup- 
plementary resolution provides, during 
the period ending July 1, 1941, for 
the payment by the company for three 
months from the time of entrance into 
active military service the amount, if 
any, by which the pay the employee 
would have received from the company 
shall exceed the total amount he re- 
ceives from the federal government as 
compensation for such military service. 

A. W. Conover, vice-president and 
general manager of the Central Ohio 
Light & Power Co., Findlay, said that 
employees called for military service 
will receive a bonus of two weeks’ pay 
when they are inducted into military 
service and receive 20 per cent of their 
basic salaries until they return. Group 
insurance policies also will be main- 
tained. 

Middle West System operating com- 
panies are adopting the following 
policies: Payment of wages to the ex- 
tent of vacation period accrued by the 
employee at the time of being accepted 
into service; upon completion of his 
service, obtaining discharge certificate 
and application for re-employment, the 
restoration to work to his former posi- 
tion or one comparable to it; payment 
of all group life insurance premiums 
for the time that employee is in mili- 
tary service, but not to exceed twelve 
months. The “freezing” of the retire- 
ment annuity plan as of the date the 
employee leaves the company for serv- 
ice. Neither the employee nor the com- 
pany will make any contribution to the 
plan in his absence. 

Detroit Edison Co. employees called 
for service will be entitled to long- 
established benefits for employees who 
are on leave of absence. One year 
or more of company service, four 
weeks’ pay grant; six months to one 
year service, two weeks’ pay; less than 
six months, no pay grant. Group life 
insurance will be continued; following 
discharge will be restored to former 
position or to a similar position unless 
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the company’s circumstances have so 
changed as to make it impossible or 
unreasonable to do so. 

Stewart E. Lauer, president of York 
Ice Machinery Corp., in a letter to em- 
ployees, promised leave of absence, 
compensation allowance and continued 
company group insurance for all em- 
ployees who are drafted, who are 
called into service, or who volunteer 
for military service. Eight hundred 
employees of the corporation regis- 
tered under the Selective Military 
Service Act. 


Plans Water Storage 


As a means of insuring ample hydro- 
electric power for war purposes the 
Canadian Government has authorized 
immediate steps for creation of addi- 
tional water storage facilities in Lake 
Minnewanka, Banff National Park. 
Authority was granted the Calgary 
Power Co., with approval of the Alberta 
Government, under the War Measures 
Act. This is subject to ratification by 
Parliament and the Alberta Legislature. 





MEETINGS 


Housewares Manufacturers Association—National 
Housefurnishing Show, Palmer House, Chicago, 
lil., January 5-I1. 


Louisiana Engineering Society—Annual meeting, 
St. Charles Hotel, New Orleans, La., January 
10-11. Mr. A. M. Hill, secretary- treasurer, 422 
St. Charles Hotel, New Orleans. 


Missouri Valley Electric Association—Power sales 
conference, President Hotel, Kansas City, Mo., 
January 16-17. 


Canadian Electrical Association—Annual winter 
conference of association committees, Montreal, 
Que., January 20-21. B. C. Fairchild, secretary, 
804 Tramways Bldg., 159 Craig St., West, 
Montreal. 


American Society of Heating and Ventilatin 
Engineers—Annual meeting, Muehlebach Hotel, 
Kansas City, Mo., January 27-29. A. V. Hutch- 
inson, secretary, 51 Madison Avenue, New York, 
bz Y.. 


American Institute of Electrical Engineers—Winter 
convention, Philadelphia, Pa., January 27-31. 
H. H. Henline, national secretary, 33 West 39th 
St., New York, oe 


Edison Electric Institute—Electrical equipment 
committee, Statler Hotel, Detroit, Mich., Feb- 
ruary 10-12: transmission and distribution com- 
mittee, Statler Hotel, Detroit, February 1!7-i9. 
Major H. S. Bennion, managing director, 420 
Lexington Avenue, New York, 


American Institute of Mining and Metallurgical 
Engineers—Annual meeting, Institute headquar- 
ters, New York, February 17-20. A. H. Parsons, 
secretary, 29 West 39th Street, New York, N. Y. 


National Electrical Manufacturers Association— 
Winter meeting, Palmer House, Chicago, Ill., 
February 17-21. W. J. Donald, managing direc: 
tor, 155 East 44th Street, New York, : 


Oklahoma Utilities Association—Annual conven- 
tion, Tulsa, Okla., March 17-18. Kate A. Nib- 
lack, secretary, 625-626 Biltmore Hotel, Okla- 
homa City, Okla. 


American Society of 
Spring meeting, Atlanta, Ga., 
Davies, national secretary, 
New York, 7. 


Midwest Power Conference—Fourth annual meet- 
ing, Palmer House, Chicago, Ill., April 9-10. 
Charles N. Nash, conference secretary, Ilinois 
Institute of Technology, 3300 Federal St., Chi- 
cago, Ill. 

Electrochemical Society—Spring meeting, Cleve- 
land, Ohio, April 16-19. Colin G. Fink, secre- 
tary, Columbia University, New York, N. Y. 


Mechanical Engineers— 
April 1-3. E. 
29 West 39th St. 
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Hotpoint Shows New 
Line of Appliances 


Vanity mirrors on electric ranges and 
“butter warmers” in electric refrigera- 
tors were among the innovations dis- 
played to utility sales executives and 
to distributors by Edison General Elec- 
tric Appliance Co., Inc., at previews in 
six major cities. 

Premiere showing of “And the Pur- 
suit of Happiness” was made at the 
sessions, a new 35-mm. moving picture 
designed for general booking by Hot- 
point and utility sales outlets. Appli- 
ance progress is dramatized, all prod- 
ucts are stressed, research is emphasized 
and the picture closes with a highly 
personalized summary by George A. 
Hughes, Hotpoint chairman. 

A large increase in sales for 1941 
was forecast by Vice-President R. W. 
Turnbull, speaking to utility men on 
“the responsibilities of partnership” be- 
tween manufacturers and utilities. In 
this connection A. H. Jaeger and W. R. 
Schafer displayed new water heaters 
and ranges and announced lower prices, 
and W. A. Grove described and dis- 
played Hotpoint’s “largest national ad- 
vertising schedule in 34 years.” 

The replacement of 500,000 water 
heaters per year, the present residential 
building boom and the heretofore un- 
touched commercial market were cited 
by Mr. Jaeger as reasons for the largest 
water heater sales in the history of the 
industry. Lower prices were announced 
for all models and a new 5-gal. heater 
was introduced to the group. 

The year 1941 will be a record-break- 
ing one in electric range sales and 
prices will be lower. Mr. Schafer said, 
and the 1941 sales estimate of 120,000 
ranges will be 40 per cent above 1940, 
despite the fact that 1940 sales exceeded 
1939 by 33 per cent. 


Plan Lighting Conference 


Announcement has been made that 
techniques in the application of new 
angles in the lighting field will be dis- 
cussed at the University of Texas Janu- 
ary 9-11, when the university’s college 
of engineering holds its first southwest 
lighting conference. Fluorescent light- 
ing, together with other recent advances 
in the illumination field, will be dis- 
cussed during the three-day meeting. 


Eye Bonneville Power 
The Ceur D’Alene, Idaho, City 


Council has appointed a committee to 
investigate the possibilities of bringing 
Bonneville-Grand Coulee power to the 
city as a municipal power enterprise. 
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a. way back when Taft was in the White House and 
Ty Cobb was stealing third, L-M Secondary Racks have been “holding that line”. Good steel, 
good galvanizing, good porcelain ... these ingredients of every L-M Secondary Rack have 
proved more than a match for all the strains the years could bring. This staying power of 
L-M racks is characteristic of all the L-M Pole Line Construction Materials which have “held 
the line” for utility men through thirty eventful years. You will worry less about sleet and 
wind, you will save more on lowered maintenance costs wherever L-M Pole Line Construction 


Materials hold your lines. 


LINE MATERIAL €O. 
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YOUNGEST ELECTRICAL DEALER—Believed to be the youngest electrical dealer in New 
England and the Eastern United States, 18-year-old Edwin K. Jones of Rockland, Me., recently 
opened his new shop with a complete assortment of electrical merchandise. He is the son 
of Division Sales Manager L. E. Jones of Central Maine Power and during the past two 
years was associated with the sales department of the utility during his vacations 


PAYS TAX BILL—When Otis Gerke (right), treasurer of Wisconsin Power & Light Co., went 

to pay the company’s 1940 state tax he tucked this 6-ft. long, 2'2-ft. wide check under his 

arm and presented it to State Treasurer John M. Smith (left). The check is the largest in 

area ever to clear through a Madison bank and the largest amount ever paid by the utility 

to the state for taxes. Approximately 20 cents of every dollar received by the utility was 
paid out in 1940 in some form of taxes 
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SECOND UNIT FOR HUTSONVILLE—Work 
for Central Illinois Public Service Compar 
well advanced. Construction was started i: 
tation is that the unit will be operatilg in| 
will be two 25,000-kw. units and four 150,00( 
steam generators. Hutsonville’s first - he 
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FOR BETTER COOKING—Demonstration kitchen on one of th 
division office of Wisconsin Gas & Electric Co., recently ¢ 
attended the “open house’ of 





DUSTRY 


TURES 


E—Work on the second 25,000-kw. unit 
» Company’s new Hutsonville station is 
storted in June this year and the expec- 
ratijg in May, 1941. At that time there 
ur 150,000-lb.-per-hour, 665-lb., 835-deg. F. 
rst 7 has been in operation since April 


NEW DRESS — 
Newly modernized 
store of Public Serv- 
ice Co. of Northern 
Illinois in Evanston, 
which was recently 
opened to the pub- 
lic with an “open 
house” ceremony. 
The store incorpo- 
rates the latest in 
fixtures, scientific 
lighting and year- 
round air condition- 
ing. A “lamp fit- 
ting room” and 
a second floor audi- 
torium to accommo- 
date kitchen dem- 
onstration groups 


are features 
one of the two auditorium stages in the new $115,000 


recently opened at Kenosha. More than 16,500 visitors 
house’ of the new building 
NEW X-RAY MA- 
CHINE — Wilbur 
“Bill” Merrill, head 
of the General 
Electric works lab- 
oratory, reading off 
the specifications of 
the just unveiled 
1,000,000-volt indus- 
trial X-ray unit cre- 
ated for him by the 
G.E. Research Lab- 
oratory and dedi- 
cated recently as 
part of the celebra- 
tion of the 40th 
birthday of the lab- 4, 
oratory 





chemical and met- 
allurgical research 
n cable materials 
oredetermines op- 

arating behaviour 
of new designs 
and constructions 


Behind the quality of Anaconda 

stands the painstaking and pre- 

cise analysis of the trained engi- 

neer and research chemist. Search- 
ingly, unceasingly, they gaze into the 
future...the future performance of every 
nch of Anaconda Wire and Cable... but 
‘heir tools are the exact and unimpeachable 
nstruments of science. 

Their findings, with numerous other 
‘ests, both chemical and physical, unite to 
form a strict manufacturing control from 
which Anaconda develops new and better 
products to meet and exceed the ever- 


ncreasing needs and specifi- ANACONDA 


cations of the customer. «a. “3or 
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Keen eyes peer through this metal 
lographi microscope looking for 
flaws and weaknesses in metal 
samples. Only those that pass this 
man’s expert scrutiny... those that 
measure up to Anaconda’s stand- 
ards...are passed. 


The ‘‘cocktails’’ this technician 
mixes are tasty libations for 
Anaconda customers. For, as a 
result of his mixtures, Anaconda 
wires and cables perform more 
efficiently, last years longer. 








1940 Energy Output 
Up 10% Over 1939 


The dip in output for the 1940 Christ- 
mas week amounted to 9.9 per cent, 
production of electricity in the week 
ended December 28 being 2,622,850,000 
kw.-hr., 9.1 per cent ahead of the cor- 
responding week a year ago, according 
to the Edison Electric Institute. 

Based on the weekly reports, the 
energy output for 52 weeks in 1940 
totaled 132,916,793,000 kw.-hr, as 
against 121,067,608,000 in the corre- 
sponding period of 1939, a gain of 9.8 
per cent. While the dip in output during 
the holiday week was larger than a 
year ago, it was still less than 1938, 
when the decrease amounted to 10.2 
per cent. Output for the most recent 
week was the lowest since the week 
ended September 21, 1940. 

Despite the holiday, two of the major 


Weekly Output, Millions Kw.Hr. 


1940 1939 1938 
Dec. 28 2,623 Dec. 30 2,404 Jan. | |, 
1937 
Dec. 21 2,911 Dec. 23 2,641 Dec. 25 2,085 
Dec. 14 2,862 Dec. 16 2,605 Dec. 18 2,202 
Dec. 7 2,838 Dec. 9 2,586 Dec. Ii 2,196 
Nov. 30 2,79 Dec. 2 2,539 Dec. 4 2,153 
Nov. 23 2,695 Nov. 25 2,482 Nov. 27 2,065 
Nov. 16 2,752 Nov. 18 2,514 Nov. 20 2,224 
Nov. 9 2,720 Nov. II 2,514 Nov. 13 2,177 
Nov. 2 2,734 Nov. 4 2,537 Nov. 6 2,202 


Per cent Change from Previous Year 
Week Ending 








Dec. 28 Dec. 2! Dec. |4 

New England + 7.8 + 6.7 + 5.2 
Middle Atlantic + 6.1 + 8.5 + 7.8 
Central Industrial +11.3 +12.5 +11.7 
West Central + 6.0 + 8.7 + 8.3 
Southern States . +10.8 +10.0 +10.7 
Rocky Mountain + 7.8 +-12.3 +79 
Pacific + 8.5 +-9.0 + 9.3 
United States + 9.1 +10.2 + 9.9 
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geographic regions showed increased 
percentage changes over 1939. The 
margin in the New England area, 7.8 
per cent, was the largest since the week 
ended June 1. The Southern States 
region also showed increased percentage 


gain over 1939, though the change was 
only from 10.1 to 10.8 per cent. After a 
rise in the preceding week over 1939 
to 12.3 per cent, the Mountain States 
section dropped back to 7.8 per cent 
in the week ended December 28. 





E.E.I. Reports Gains 
for Utility Industry 


The increase in business activity, 
which has accompanied the national 
defense program, the placing of foreign 
war orders and the buying by private 
business for inventory purposes, has 
reflected in a considerably en- 
larged demand for electricity, the Edi- 
son Electric Institute reports in a 
year-end statement. 

Sales of industrial power in 1940 
were 16.5 per cent above the previous 
year, it was reported. Retail commer- 
cial sales were up 7 per cent, and sales 
for residential service were up 10 per 
cent. The total power output was up 
11 per cent. 

It was stated that for the year as a 
whole for this industry, the consumer 
received more service than ever before, 
at the lowest prices on record; the em- 
ployee worked shorter hours, at the 
highest hourly wages; the taxing bodies 
made the largest levies in history, and 


been 
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the investor received a rate of return 
on his investment lower than at 


any 
time since the bottom years of the 
depression. 


Generating capacity proved ample to 
supply the highest peak loads of the 
year and the large new installations 
under way give assurance for the future 
of an adequate power supply, except 
perhaps in isolated locations, it was 
said. 


Electrical Association 
Elects 1941 Officers 


At the annual election of officers by 
the board of governors of the Electrical 
Association of Philadelphia, held re- 
cently, A. L. Hallstrom was elected 
president for 1941. This will be the 
third term for Mr. Hallstrom, who is 


Atlantic District manager, Graybar 
Electric Co., Inc. 
Other officers elected were: Vice- 


President, Howard L. Miller, Utilities 
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Engineering Co.; treasurer, Philip H. 
Ward, Jr., Ward Electric Co.; secre- 
tary, Robert J. Moran, Middle Depart- 
ment Rating Association. 


Bodine Elected U.G.I. Head 


At a meeting of the board of direc- 
tors of the United Gas Improvement 
Co., held last week, John E. Zimmer- 
mann was elected chairman of the board 
and will continue as chairman of the 
executive committee. William W. Bodine, 
executive vice-president since 1934, was 
elected president and will be the execu- 
tive officer in charge of the active 
management of the company. 


Completes Utility Probe 


Investigation of the physical assets 
of the British Columbia Electric Rail- 
way Co. has been completed by the 
province’s public utilities commission. 
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Wisconsin Utility Names 
New District Managers 


Retirement on January 1 of Louis P. 
Fessenden, manager of the Sheboygan 
district of the Wisconsin Power & Light 
Co. (ELectricAL Wor.tp, November 30, 
page 112), has initiated a series of 
shifts in the district managers of the 
company. 

Mr. Fessenden has recently com- 
pleted fifty years of service in the pub- 
lic utility industry. Starting at the age 
of 15, when he became assistant to his 
father, an engineer at the Kent, Ohio, 





L. P. Fessenden 


Water & Light Co., six years later he 
became chief engineer of the Warren, 
Ohio, electric and water utilities. Sub- 
sequently he held similar positions at 
Youngstown, Ohio; Connellsville, Pa., 
and Galena, Ill. In 1912 he went to 
Sheboygan as superintendent of the 
Riverside generating station of the Wis- 
consin Power & Light Co., the position 
he held until 1926, when he became 
district manager. 

Paul H. Fischer, who succeeds Mr. 
Fessenden at Sheboygan, has been dis- 
trict manager at Berlin since 1933. He 
entered the utility field in 1913 with the 
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P. H. Fischer 


Iron Range Light & Power Co., Iron 
River, Mich., where he remained until 
he entered military service in 1917. 
After the World War he joined the Wis- 
consin-Michigan Power Co. at Appleton. 
Later he was associated with a small 
utility at Pulaski, the Wittenberg Power 
Co. and Central Wisconsin Power Co. 
at Clintonville. When Wisconsin Power 
& Light absorbed the Central Wisconsin 





B. H. Blanc 
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Co., Mr. Fischer became assistant dis- 
trict manager of the Clintonville district 
and later district manager at Tomah, 
from where he was transferred to Berlin 
in 1933. 

B. H. Blanc, operating superintendent 
at Beaver Dam, has been transferred to 
Berlin as district manager to fill the 
vacancy there created by the recent ap- 
pointment of Mr. Fischer. Mr. Blanc 
has been connected with the Beaver 
Dam district of the company since 1918. 
During these 22 years he has been line 
foreman, service foreman, works dis- 
patcher, assistant district manager and 
operating superintendent. 


> Louis A. Brettner, formerly con- 
nected with the advertising department 
of the Pennsylvania Power & Light Co., 
Allentown, Pa., has been appointed ad- 
vertising manager of the United Illu- 
minating Co., with headquarters at New 
Haven, Conn. 


> C. D. Henry, sales and promotion 
manager of the Peoria division of Cen- 
tral Illinois Light Co., has been granted 
a year’s leave of absence. Mr. Henry’s 
duties will be assumed by R. K. DALLAs, 
formerly manager of the DeKalb di- 
vision, who will have the title of service 
sales manager, in charge of lighting 
sales, power sales, dealer promotion, 
advertising, gas sales, rural electrifica- 
tion, rates and in general all promotion 
exclusive of merchandise sales and re- 
lated activities. GLENN GUSTAFSON, 
who until recently served as rural engi- 
neer in the DeKalb division, will be- 
come manager of the DeKalb division, 
succeeding Mr. Dallas. 


> Atpert W. Price, Sr., comptroller of 
Memphis Light, Gas and Water Divi- 
sion, Memphis, Tenn., and a former 
director and comptroller of the old 
Memphis Power & Light Co., has re- 
signed, effective February 1. Mr. Price 
joined Memphis Power & Light Co. 
seven years ago as comptroller and 
continued in the same position after the 
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city’s purchase of the utility and the 
formation of the Memphis Light, Gas & 
Water division. Mr. Price had been 
associated with private utilities for 
many years. Prior to his connection 
with the Memphis utility he was with 
Electric Bond & Share Co. 


New G.E. Pacific Coast 
Appointments Announced 


Recently announced by Commercial 
Vice-President R. M. Alvord, of the 
General Electric Co., Pacific district, 
were the appointments of W. C. Smith, 
district engineer; O. A. Gustafson, dis- 
trict central station engineer, and R. O. 
Brosemer, district industrial engineer. 

Mr. Smith joined General Electric in 
1905. In 1907 he went into transformer 
engineering, going to San Francisco as 
transformer specialist in 1920. Since 
1932 he has been engineer of the San 
Francisco office. 

A graduate of the University of Idaho, 
Mr. Gustafson became associated with 
General Electric in 1923. After engag- 
ing in central station work at Sche- 
nectady, he was transferred in 1928 to 
the Los Angeles office. 

Mr. Brosemer entered the G. E. test 
course in 1925, was assigned to indus- 
trial engineering work at Schenectady 
in 1927 and was transferred to the San 
Francisco office engineering department 
in 1929, 


> Ectmer G. Horton has been ap- 
pointed manager of the New Haven, 
Conn., office of the Westinghouse Elec- 
tric & Manufacturing Co. The appoint- 
ment marks Mr. Horton’s completion 
of ten years service as a salesman for 
Westinghouse. During the last two 
years he has had headquarters in New 
Haven. 


> J. B. WarkINns, assistant to the 
manager, lighting and wiring sales, 
Commonwealth Edison Co., has been 
called to active duty in the U. S. Army 
for a twelve-month period. Mr. Watkins 
holds an officer’s commission in the 
U. S. Army Reserve Corps. 


> Dr. Eric T. B. Gross, former lec- 
turer in the school of electrical engi- 
neering at the Institute of Technology 
in Vienna and former head of the en- 
gineering division of the central station 
department of the A.E.G.-Union Electric 
& Manufacturing Co. in Vienna, has 
been appointed Westinghouse research 
associate in the school of electrical en- 
gineering at Cornell University. During 
the past year Dr. Gross has been a 
visiting doctor at the university. From 
1924-38 he was employed by the A.E.G.- 
Union Electric & Manufacturing Co. He 
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was head of the section for protective 
devices, including the relay laboratory, 
before becoming head of the engineer- 
ing division in 1935. Recognized as one 
of the leading authorities in Europe on 
protective devices in high-tension trans- 
mission networks and ground fault 
problems, he was chairman of the re- 
search committee on these problems at 
the 1937 International Conference on 
Large High-Tension Systems, held in 
Paris. He holds numerous patents and 
has published more than 30 papers in 
his general field of study and practice. 


> Roy F. Goccin has been appointed 
manager of the New England district 
transportation department, General 
Electric Co., with headquarters at 140 
Federal Street, Boston, Mass. 


> J. E. Laurspaucu has been appointed 
director of purchases of all products of 
the Crosley Corp., Cincinnati. Mr. 
Lautsbaugh had previously been with 
the Westinghouse Electric & Manufac- 
turing Co. at Mansfield, Ohio, as di- 
rector of purchases for the past 22 
years. 


OBITUARY 


> Cuartes G. Du Bos, former presi- 
dent and board chairman of the West- 
ern Electric Co., died December 23 in 
New York, as the result of pneumonia. 
Mr. Du Bois was 70 years of age. He 
headed Western Electric from 1919 to 
1926 and was chairman from 1921 until 
his retirement in 1927. Mr. Du Bois 
had also been chairman of the board of 
the International Western Electric Co. 
and a director of the Bell Telephone 
Laboratories and of a number of other 
industrial and banking organizations. 


> HamiLton INGERSOLL, designing and 
statistical engineer for the United Illu- 
minating Co., New Haven, Conn., died 
December 23, after a short illness. His 
age was 52. Mr. Ingersoll came of a 
family that provided governors for Con- 
necticut and envoys for this country. He 
was graduated from the Sheffield Scien- 
tific School of Yale in 1911 and was in 
aviation service during the World War. 


> Wituiam A. Armstroné, Jr., who had 
been connected with the Electric Serv- 
ice Supplies Co., Philadelphia, in the 
sales department for more than 40 
years, died at his home in Germantown, 
Pa., on December 22, at the age of 77. 
Mr. Armstrong had been retired for the 
past few years. He was one of the pio- 
neers in the street railway industry. 


> Wittiam H. Roserts, who retired in 
1932 as general manager of the Na- 
tional Lamp Works division of the Gen- 
eral Electric Co., died December 19 in 
New York, after an illness of several 
weeks. He had been with the General 
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Electric Co. for 43 years when he re- 
tired. Mr. Roberts had lived for many 
years in Cleveland. 


> Masor J. A. Wuire, field engineer 
for the Ontario Hydro-Electric Power 
Commission, died in Toronto November 
24, of a heart attack after an operation. 
He was 53 years old. Mr. White had 
been connected with Ontario Hydro 
since 1914, 


> Cuartes A. DoucHeErty, secretary of 
the Utility Management Corp., New 
York, died December 20, at his home 
in Paterson, N. J., after a heart attack. 
He was 62 years old. Mr. Dougherty 
had been connected with the utility in- 
dustry for 32 years. Other companies 
with which he was associated were the 
J. G. White Management Corp. and the 
Associated Gas & Electric Corp. He 
was vice-president and secretary of the 
latter company, which went into bank- 
ruptcy. 


> Artuur G. Kimsa_t, 60, for the past 
22 years president of Landers, Frary & 
Clark, household and electrical appli- 
ance manufacturers at New Britain, 
Conn., and one of the leading figures in 
this branch of the industry for many 
years, died at the New Britain General 
Hospital on December 22, after a short 
illness. He was born in Evanston, IIl., 
and at the age of 18 entered the Chi- 
cago offices of the company, joining its 
sales forces in 1905 and working in the 
Missouri district. In 1909 he went to 
New Britain and continued in the sales 
department, becoming assistant secre- 
tary in 1911 and vice-president in 1912. 
Mr. Kimball was a director of NEMA 
and was active in banking and philan- 
thropic affairs in his adopted state. 


> Frank A. Vaucuan, 65, former chief 
engineer of the American Woolen Co., 
and a retired executive of the American 
Optical Co., died at his home in South- 
bridge, Mass., on November 20. He 
was educated at the Lawrence Scientific 
School, predecessor of the Harvard 
Graduate School of Engineering, and 
practiced engineering in San Francisco 
and Cleveland, Ohio, before joining 
the American company. 


> H. M. Bostwick, director of lamp 
sales, Canadian Westinghouse Co., Ltd., 
died November 25, after an illness of 
six weeks. He was 63 years of age. 
Mr. Bostwick was born in Ithaca, N. Y.., 
and was graduated from Cornell Uni- 
versity in 1901. He immediately be- 
came associated with the Westinghouse 
Electric & Manufacturing Co. in East 
Pittsburgh, and in 1906 was transferred 
to the Canadian Westinghouse Co. in 
Hamilton, Ont. He became assistant 
manager of sales in 1909, and in 1919 
became manager of sales, which posi- 
tion he held until 1939, 
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Westinghouse Orders 
Were 40% Defense 


More than 40 per cent of the new 
business received by Westinghouse Elec- 
tric & Manufacturing Co. during 1940 
was connected, directly or indirectly, 
with national defense, according to 
George H. Bucher, president. 

Mr. Bucher said that the year’s new 
business is estimated to exceed $390,- 
000,000. The total backlog is estimated 
to exceed $215,000,000, of which more 
than $140,000,000 is for defense work. 

“American industry,” Mr. Bucher 
said, “has mobilized its resources to 
make 1941 the outstanding production 
year in our history. A great deal of 
this production will be for national de- 
fense, but the normal peace-time re- 
quirements of our people will not be 
neglected.” 

To speed up production of both regu- 
lar and defense equipment, Westing- 
house authorized approximately $23,- 
000,000 for plant expansion and new 
manufacturing equipment during the 
year, and another $9,000,000 has been 
authorized for 1941. During: the year 
employment rose from 49,519 to more 


than 56,000. 


Sees Wide Expansion 
in Use of Aluminum 


Aluminum Company of America fo- 
cused its efforts on national defense 
during 1940 and started an expansion 
program of more than $150,000,000 to 
that end, according to I. W. Wilson, 
vice-president in charge of operation, 
in a year-end statement. 

Mr. Wilson said that the company 
will more than double in three years a 
production built up over more than half 
a century when its ingot production 
reaches in excess of 700,000,000 pounds 
by July, 1942, as against the 327,000,- 
000-pound level of 1939. 
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The company’s new metal-producing 
plant at Vancouver, Wash., originally 
intended to produce 30,000,000 pounds 
of ingot yearly, went into operation in 
1940 with a capacity of 60,000,000 
pounds, and is now being expanded to 
produce more than 150,000,000 pounds 
annually. 

Mr. Wilson declared that “it is our 
belief that when the emergency is past 
there will be more aluminum than was 
ever available before, lower prices, and 
more ways in which aluminum can serve 
industry and the nation.” 





THE SPIRAKORE—L. R. Brown 
manager of General Electric’s transformer 


(left), 


division at Pittsfield, Mass., watching 
J. J. Vienneau (right) and J. C. Granfield 
launch the official production of the 
Spirakore transformer with its revolution- 
ary core construction in ratings up to 
500 kva. Mr. Granfield devised the in- 
genious method of winding the circular 
cores of the original Spirakore in the 
small sizes and Mr. Vienneau developed 
the method which made possible its ex- 
tension to the higher ratings 
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Wilson Says G.E. to 
Meet All Demands 


It seems certain that most indus- 
trial operations during 1941 will be 
maintained at full present and planned 
capacity, and that general business ac- 
tivity will surpass, by a substantial 
margin, that recorded for any previous 
year in the history of our country, ac- 
cording to Charles E. Wilson, president 
of General Electric Co., in a year-end 
statement. 

Mr. Wilson said that 1941 will be 
one of the most crucial in world history. 
“In this critical period, as in 1940,” 
Mr. Wilson said, “the chief concern of 
the General Electric Co. will be to 
serve our country well. To this end we 
will make every effort to meet every 
demand placed upon us for men, ma- 
terials and facilities needed for national 
defense.” 

Confidence was expressed by Mr. Wil- 
son that, “by the exercise of all of its 
experience, energy and resourcefulness, 
American business will wholeheartedly 
contribute its full share to the preserva- 
tion and maintenance of our American 
way of life.” 


Laundry Units Spurt 
in Final Quarter 


Household washer shipments in No- 
vember were third highest in the indus- 
try’s history for that month, the total 
being 100,787, compared to 102,990 a 
year ago, and 102,689 in November, 
1936, according to an announcement by 
Joseph R. Bohnen, executive secretary- 
treasurer of the American Washer 
and Ironer Manufacturers’ Association. 
They took the usual seasonal drop from 
the preceding month, the all-time high 
October, when shipments aggregated 
168,527. 

Ironers shipped in November totaled 
18,925, compared to 23,282 in October, 
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and an advance of 89.44 per cent over 
9,990 shipped in November, 1939. 

Accompanying this record-breaking 
sale of household laundry units during 
the final quarter of 1940 has been a 
sharp increase in the purchase of house- 
hold washers, selling for $70 or more, 
Mr. Bohnen stated. 


12% Decrease in Output 
of Electrical Porcelain 


Porcelain electrical supplies manu- 
factured in 1939 were valued at $20,- 
817,045, a decrease of 12 per cent from 
1937, according to the biennial Census 
of Manufactures. 

During 1939 there were 42 manu- 
facturers, as against 37 in 1937, who 
employed an average of 6,081 wage 
earners during the year, or a decrease 
of 16 per cent from 1937, paying them 
$6,530,168 in wages, or 20 per cent less 
than in 1937. 


Secures $204,875 Award 


United States Engineers Office, Mis- 
souri River Division, Kansas City, Mo., 
has awarded a contract to Westing- 
house Electric & Manufacturing Co., 
at $204,875, for nine indoor-type metal 
cubicles and auxiliary equipment for 
installation in hydro-electric power 
plant at Fort Peck, Mont. 


Vacuum Cleaner Sales Rise 


November sales of vacuum cleaners 
show an increase over the same month 
of 1939 of 6 per cent, with a total 
for the month of 151,673 units, as com- 
pared with 142,845 units for November 
1939. The total for the eleven 
months amounted to 1,580,054, against 
1,280,997 for the similar period of 1939, 
an increase of 23 per cent. 


Cuts Lamp Prices 


Reductions of from 10 to 15 per cent 
in the list prices of fluorescent lamps 
have been made by General Electric, 
Westinghouse and Hygrade Sylvania 
Corp., effective as of January 1. 





New York Metal Prices 


Dec. 30, '40 Dec. 23, '40 

Cents per Cents per 
Pound Pound 
Copper, electrolytic..... 12.00* 12.00* 
Lead, A. S. & R. Price.. 5.50 5.50 
PEMOEE vec cvessccaccee 14.00 14.00 
ee See 35.00 35.00 
SOE EE keep hecicceass 7.64 7.64 
Re 50.10 50.10 
Aluminum, 99 Per Cent.. 17.00 17.00 


* Delivery Connecticut Valley. 
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Sales Opportunities 


San Dieco, Catir.—Consolidated Gas & 
Electric Co. plans new power substation 
in vicinity of present Station B, Kettner 
Boulevard. Construction will be carried 
out early in 1941. Cost estimated close to 
$125,000. Company also has preliminary 
plans in progress for expansion in main 
steam-electric generating plant at Broad- 
way and Kettner Boulevard, with installa- 
tion of equipment for increased capacity. 


Wasuincton, D. C.—Bureau of Yards 
and Docks, Navy Department, Washington, 
receives bids until January 15 for one 
200-kw. gasoline engine-driven alternator, 
panel boards, switchgear and auxiliary 
equipment for Mare Island, Calif., navy 
yard (Specifications 10070), 


Cray CentER, Kan.—City Council will 
take bids early in January for addition to 
municipal power plant, including installa- 
tion of equipment for increased capacity. 
Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co., 107 
West Linwood Boulevard, Kansas City, Mo., 
is consulting engineer. 


BELLEVILLE, N. J—Walter Kidde & Co., 
Inc., West Street, Bloomfield, N. J., manu- 
facturer of fire extinguishers and systems, 
and kindred products, plans installation 
of motors and controls, switchgear, duct 
lines, industrial lighting equipment, con- 
veyors, electric hoists and other equipment 
in new plant at Washington Avenue and 
line of Erie Railroad, Belleville, where 
tract of about 30 acres of land has been 
secured. It will be used for production of 
equipment for Government, with financing 
to be arranged through Plant Defense 
Corporation, Washington, a Federal agency. 
Work will begin at early date, with com- 
pletion scheduled in May. Cost close to 
$1,000,000. 


PirtspurcH, Pa.—Curtiss-Wright Corp., 
Propeller Division, 30 Rockefeller Plaza, 
New York, N. Y., manufacturer of air- 
craft propellers, plans installation of 
motors and controls, duct lines, switchgear, 
industrial lighting system, transformers and 
accessories, conveyors, electric hoists and 
other equipment in new addition to branch 
plant at Neville Island, Pittsburgh, com- 
prising one-story units totaling about 420,- 
000 sq.ft. of floor space. Work is scheduled 
to begin at early date. Cost estimated close 


to $2,000,000. 


GREENDALE, Wis.—Farm Security Ad- 
ministration, Court House, Milwaukee, 
Wis., B. M. Morton, business manager, 


receives bids until January 13 for trans- 


formers and _ accessories for auxiliary 
service in power substation for rural elec- 
tric system at Greendale (Milwaukee 
County). 


Bripcerort, Conn.—United Illuminating 
Co., New Haven, Conn., has approved plans 
for new power substation on East Main 
Street, Bridgeport, to be used for switching 
service. Cost estimated over $100,000. 
Building erection will be carried out by 
Gellatly Construction Company, 25 Housa- 
tonic Avenue, Bridgeport, with equipment 
installation to be handled by company 
forces. Westcott & Mapes, Inc., 139 Orange 
Street, New Haven, is consulting engineer. 


Los ANGELEs, Catir.—Los Angeles Bu- 
reau of Power and Light, 207 South Broad- 
way, has plans maturing for new steam- 
electric generating plant in harbor dis- 
trict at Wilmington, and proposes to carry 
out work in 1941. Entire project will cost 
about $4,215,000, of which close to $2,150,- 
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000 will be used for purchase of equipment. 
Plans also are in progress for new power 
substation, about 65x165 feet, at 10622 
Camarillo Street, to be used for distribu- 
tion service, and expects to begin work at 
early date. Cost estimated at $506,000, of 
which approximately $345,000 will be used 
for equipment purchases, including line 
connection facilities. Bids will be asked at 
once for general erection of new district 
headquarters buildings at 1400 South 
Sepulveda Boulevard, West Los Angeles, 
consisting of three one and part two-story 
structures, 50x190 feet, 50x135 feet, and 
50x55 feet, with equipment storage —nd 
distributing facilities, service department 
and other operating divisions. 


PittssurcH, Pa. — Allegheny-Ludlum 
Steel Corp., Breckenridge, Pittsburgh, 
plans installation of motors and controls, 
panel boards, switchgear, duct lines, elec- 
tric furnaces and accessories, industrial 
lighting facilities, conveyors, electric hoists 
and other equipment in connection with 
expansion and improvements in different 
plants for increased capacity for alloy 
steel production, including mills at Breck- 
enridge; West Leechburg, Pa.; Dunkirk 
and Watervliet, N. Y., Wallingford, Conn., 
and other points. Entire project will cost 
about $2,000,000. Work will be placed 


under way at once. 


ALEXANDRIA, Va.—Virginia Public Serv- 
ice Co., Alexandria, plans addition to 
power substation on Jefferson Street, includ- 
ing installation of transformers, switch- 
gear and auxiliary equipment. Work is 
scheduled to begin soon. 


GrantssurG, Wis.—Clam River Dam Co., 
Grantsburg, plans new hydro-electric gen- 
erating station on Clam River, about 19 
miles from Grantsburg, where site has been 
selected. Application has been made for 
permission and it is proposed to begin 
work early in 1941. Herman T. Hagstead, 
River Falls, Wis., is consulting engineer. 


Dayton, On1o—Sheffield Gage Corp. and 
Cimatool Co., Third Street, affliated inter- 
ests, manufacturers of gages, tools, etc., 
plan installation of motors and controls, 
duct lines, switchgear, industrial lighting 
apparatus, electric hoists, conveyors and 
other equipment in new addition to plant, 
to be used for production of equipment 
for War Department, Washington, D. C. 
Cost estimated close to $900,000. J. Doug- 
las Lorenz and M. R. Williams, 330 West 
First Street, are architects; Nelson Bell, 
Third National Bank Building, is engineer. 

Lexincton, Nes.—Dawson County Pub- 
lic Power District, Thomas C. Guilfoyle, 
superintendent, plans primary and second- 
ary lines for expansion in rural electric 
system in parts of Dawson, Frontier, Gos- 
per and neighboring counties, totaling about 
400 miles, with power substation and serv- 
ice facilities. Fund of $400,000 has been 
arranged for project through federal aid. 


Georgia Power Sales 


Merchandise sales of Georgia Power 
Co. for November totaled $221,106, 
equivalent to $1.16 per residential cus- 
tomer. For the first eleven months, 
1940 sales totaled $2,614,036, or $14.13 
per residential customer. 
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Stock Prices Advance; Bonds Hold Firm 


Common Stocks 
ouSBsSesasas 


PRICE TRENDS OF 
ELECTRIC UTILITY 
SECURITIES 





1932 1933 1934 1935 1936 1937 1938 1939 1940 Jan.Feb.Mar Apr May June 


Light and power stocks moved upward during the past week, “Electrical World” index 
advancing to 27.3 from 26.7 last week: last year, 32.3. Bonds stood at 106.1, unchanged 
from the preceding week and the corresponding week last year. 





High Court Denies 
Insull Case Review 


U. S. Supreme Court denied recently 
the petition of 125 investors for review 
of a New York Supreme Court decision 
dismissing their suit for damages 
against the Chase National Bank. The 
suit charged improper handling of se- 
curities held as collateral for debentures 
of the National Electric Power Co. 

Chase National was trustee of the 
trust indenture of National Electric 
Power’s 5 per cent secured gold deben- 
tures. The latter was one of the top 
holding companies in the Insull system. 
The debentures were secured by stock 
in three Insull operating utilities— 


Penn Central Light & Power Co., Ohio 


the trust indenture and that the sub- 
stitution was fully authorized by that 
document. It denied the _ investor’s 
charges that the bank received or in- 
tended to receive any benefit from the 
exchange by virtue of the fact that it 
had large outstanding loans to National 
Electric Power and other Insull cor- 
porations. 


December Offerings 
Total $212,875,000 


New issues of electric light and power 
securities during the month of Decem- 
ber amounted to $212,875,000, com- 
pared with $17,059,100 in November 
and with $122,650,000 in December, 


statement effective and the utility com- 
pany revised the plan to meet the ob- 
jections raised by SEC. 


Plans Refunding Issues 


Public Service Co. of Oklahoma, sub- 
sidiary of Central & Southwest Utilities 
Co. and a part of the Middle West Corp. 
System, may file a registration state- 
ment shortly covering $16,000,000 of 
first mortgage bonds and about $8,000,- 
000 of prior lien preferred stock. Pro- 
ceeds would be used for refunding. 


Withdraws Transfer Plea 


SEC has consented to the withdrawal 
of the application of the Walnut Elec- 
tric & Gas Corp. and its subsidiary, 
South Carolina Utilities Co., regarding 
the proposed sale of the utility assets, 
properties and business of the subsid- 
iary company to A. E. Pierce. 


Abitibi Hearing Adjourned 


Hearing of an application by the 
Montreal Trust Co. for a second public 
sale of the assets of the Abitibi Power 
& Paper Co. has been adjourned sine die 
by Justice W. E. Middleton until after 
the results of a royal commission’s in- 
quiry into the affairs of the bankrupt 
company have been made known. 
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. cas 1940 1939 
Electric Power Co. and Michigan Elec- 1939. *american & Foreign Power 
tric Power Co. In December, 1931, this The proceeds raised by the new fi- and subs .........-...... $4,786,477 $4,518,127 
. : ; tArkansas Power & Light... 1,118,577 1,291,823 
collateral was withdrawn and stock of nancing were almost entirely for re- {Dallas Power & Light...... 1,942,913 1,604.8 
an Insull holding company, National funding purposes. WEE ca 478,064 4,102,453 
Public Service Corp., was substituted. El Paso Electric Co. financing was {Florida Power & Light.... 2,334,199 1,585, 
. . ‘ one tldaho Power .............. (499,859 1,519,961 
Holders of National Electric deben- finally completed this week with the tKansas Gas & Electric... 1,536,940 1,165,120 
tures charged that the substitution was offering of $6,500,000 of first mortgage eet a? Lent. : \oeeer \'a5t4s2 
improper and that Chase National vio- bonds, Series A, and of 15,000 shares {Mississippi Power & Light. 399,094 500, 
] di bli ‘ f f tNew Orleans Public Service 2,629,359 1,966,740 
ated its obligation as trustee of the of preferred stock at $105 per share. tPublic Service | Corp. of eines wales 
: . : : bs pi A OUI ass cee ss 522, ,624, 
indenture. They asked that Chase Na- This financing program was originally yc.npiego Gas & Electric.. 11943727. 1°393,700 
tional be removed as trustee. scheduled for completion in October, but Texas Power & Light...... 1,942,708 2,292,724 
The bank asserted that its only obli- the Securities and Exchange Commis- * Twelve months ended September 30. 
gation as trustee was that set forth in sion failed to declare the registration | Twelve nadie ant Gan 
New Issues of Electric Light and Power Securities in December 
Name of Company a vule e) Offered to Snr Class Purpose —— Price “oe 
Boston Edison Co...........| $53,000,000 | Public....... 30 First mortgage bonds, series A.| Refunding............ 234 105 2.51 
anon Electric Power 70,000,000 | Public....... 30 First mortgage bonds. ....... Refunding and general 3% 107 2.89 
Biscassisdecdanee Tere corporate pu 
31,800,000 | Stockholders Cumulative preferred stock..| Refunding and general 4% 106 4.24 
and public corporate purposes 
Detroit Edison Co........... 50,000,000 | Public........ 30 General and refunding mort-| Refunding............ 3 107% 2.64 
gage bonds, series H 
El Paso Electric Co......... 6,500,000 | Public. ...... 30 First mortgage bonds, series A} Refunding............ 3% 106 2.94 
1,575,000 | Public....... a Preferred stock...........0. a ere ee 4% 105 4.28 
icici cnxxickiall $212,875, 000 
ma OR a SS RNR a RM SS 
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Nela Park Institute 
Exhibits Remodeled 


The General Electric Lighting Insti- 
tute at Nela Park has virtually closed 
until next April during an extensive 
remodeling program. Only a few busi- 
ness groups will be admitted during the 
next several months, the Tuesday night 
public programs having been discon- 
tinued for the present. 

All existing displays featuring all- 
electric kitchens and lighting exhibits 
are being ripped out to make room for 
new exhibits and the enlargements of 
some of the present ones. 

Reasons given for the drastic changes 
are: The new role of light in the na- 
tional defense program; surging inter- 
est in fluorescent lighting and new de- 
velopments in other types of lamps, 
and new practice in lighting homes, 
stores and factories. 

In 1941 lighting courses at the in- 
stitute will again be concentrated into 
a spring and autumn term. 


American Refrigerators 
Sell for $1,400 in Spain 


Due to inadequate dollar exchange 
and import restrictions, shortage of 
electric refrigerators, particularly those 
for household use, has become so pro- 
nounced in Spain that second-hand 
American units in good condition sell 
for the equivalent of $1,000 to $1,400, 
the Department of Commerce reports. 

Local industries are being encouraged 
to step up production, but at the same 
time the government has failed to per- 
mit importation of sufficient quantities 
of tungsten contact points for hermo- 
static controls, the report adds. Two 
manufacturers in Barcelona have pro- 
duced at most 400 units, although one 
firm, making a 6-cu.ft. box, expects to 
turn out another 500 by summer. Nearly 
one-half the Spanish refrigerator box is 
taken up by the motor. Five-foot units 
sell for 6,500 pesetas ($650); 6-ft. 
boxes for 7,500 pesetas. 


Nash-Kelvinator Reports 
Profit of $1,505,151 


Nash-Kelvinator Corp. for the fiscal 
year to September 30 reports a net 
profit of $1,505,151, after all charges, 
including $1,253,585 depreciation and 
federal income taxes of $370,000. This 
is in contrast to a loss of $1,573,524 in 
the preceding fiscal year. 

Total sales for the year aggregated 
$73,489,574, against the previous $72,- 
534,808. 
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Field Reports on Business 


Sales for the electrical manufacturing industry in 1941 are estimated to show 
an increase of from 5 to 25 per cent over 1940 totals. Household electrical 
appliance sales are likely to reach new highs in all lines. The stepping up of 
defense production is cutting into inventories. Forward buying is noted. 


NEW YORK 


Forecasts of business during 1941 antici- 
pate increases from 5 to 25 per cent for 
electrical manufacturers. There will be 
sufficient volume to keep plants operating 
at, or near, capacity, with many forced to 
expand facilities to take care of additional 
volume of orders. The status of earnings 
for the year remains problematical until the 
new tax bill is formulated by the incoming 
Congress. Feeling is general that earnings 
will expand. 

With production for national defense to 
be pushed to the limit, the electric utili- 
ties will be called upon to furnish more 
and more power for industry and other 
uses. Generating capacity will be expanded 
still further and construction in general 
will be given new impetus. Biggest head- 
ache is SEC’s integration program. 

Government contracts continue to swell 
electrical manufacturers’ backlog. Orders 
call for control equipment, electric ranges, 
circuit breakers, lights, switches and 
switchboards, cable, transformers, welding 
sets, booster coils, radio receivers and fans. 
Refrigerator manufacturers expect a fair 
amount of business from various govern- 
ment branches in connection with the de- 
fense program. It is estimated that 60,000 
units will be purchased. 

Holiday retail trade in this area was up 
8 to 10 per cent over 1939 volume. Elec- 
trical appliances were in demand. Increase 
in consumer purchasing power during 1941 
bids fair for expanding purchases of 
household electrical appliances. 


NEW ENGLAND 


Never has the electrical market faced 
a new year with greater prospect for 
establishing new records in sales. Par- 
ticularly is this true of New England, 
where a strong demand for industrial 
equipment constitutes a large and impor- 
tant part in defense contracts. 

During the past fortnight fractional-hp. 
motor orders have continued at a good 
pace; among recent sales reported by 
manufacturers are noted one lot aggre- 
gating 240 hp. for a prominent machine 
tool builder, two 75-hp. and one 100-hp. 
motors for pumping service, another large 
group of + to 4-hp units for a western 
Massachusetts company. Several good-sized 
orders for panelboard apparatus are typical 
of plant extension requirements in this 
district and include one of about $8,000 
in switch and control equipment. 

Electric cable orders noted among re- 
cent placements in this area include one 
for Collyer, $96,473, and another for 
Rockbestos Products, New Haven, for 
$99,248. A condenser tube order amount- 
ing to $93,814 was obtained by Scovill 
Manufacuring Co. last week from the gov- 
ernment, and the B. F. Sturtevant Co., 
Boston, has been awarded a contract for 
furnishing heating and _ air-conditioning 
equipment for defrosting locomotive run- 
ning gears. 

In an eleven-week campaign ended De- 
cember 1, 1,130 electric ranges valued at 
$175,000 were sold by United Illuminating 
and dealers in the New Haven and Bridge- 


1941 


port area. Major appliance sales increases 
for 1940 range as high as 50 per cent over 
last year for some distributors. 


PACIFIC COAST 


Coastwide alternations of heavy rain and 
freezing intervals have slowed all con- 
struction except urgent defense work and 
have somewhat lessened last-minute _holi- 
day retail business, though not enough to 
prevent 1940 leading all years since 1929 
in retail electrical merchandising. The cold 
spell in early December cleared out most 
stagnant stocks of major and auxiliary air 
heaters and temporarily swamped the coast 
factories. 

The city of Tacoma is installing four 
5,000-kva, transformers. Especially heavy 
commitments of machinery and line con- 
struction are recorded. S. Morgan Smith’s 
figure of $2,689,100 was low for four 
turbines for Bonneville, as was Woodward’s 
bid of $258,820 for its governors. General 
Electric was awarded contract for six 1,200- 
amp., 230-kv. circuit breakers, costing 
$301,080, for Grand Coulee, while Indus- 
trial Engineering Co.’s figure of $114,500 
secured the thirteen disconnecting switches. 
Contracts for 7,500-kva. and a 4,500-kva. 
substation for Rio Grande project in New 
Mexico were awarded for $129,840. Com- 
parative low bids on Aluminum and cop- 
per cable totaling 575,000 ft. for 230-kv. 
transmission lines from Bonneville plant 
were $695,859 and $975,413, respectively. 
Bonneville has also requested bids on 176,- 
000 lb. of bare copper wire and 1,800,000 
conductor feet of 115-kv. line complete 
with insulators and hardware. 


CHICAGO 


After a brief pause for the Christmas 
holiday, business was resumed at a rapid 
pace and found most lines operating at or 
near capacity levels. Merchants reported 
retail sales for December were the highest 
since 1929, running from 11 to 18 per cent 
ahead of last year. Contrary to usual sea- 
sonal declines, employment and _ payrolls 
increased over the previous month. At the 
end of November there was a gain for all 
industries in this district of 12 per cent 
in employment and 19 per cent in payrolls 
over the same period last year. 

With a considerable portion of industry 
operating close to peak levels, further note- 
worthy gains are not likely until capacity 
is enlarged. However, the tempo of indus- 
trial expansion quickened in the last few 
weeks and 25 companies have contracted for 
more than $15,000,000 of new plants and 
equipment. Foote Brothers Gear & Machine 
Co. will invest $745,000 for additional ma- 
chinery in its new plant. Wisconsin Steel 
Works announced plans for two new open- 
hearth furnaces to cost $1,500,000, includ- 
ing auxiliary equipment. 

Defense program contracts placed here 
last week for electrical apparatus were: 
Telephone switchboards and equipment, 
$624,797; electric trucks, $48,850; electric 
furnaces, $11,109; testing apparatus, $180,- 
962; electric ranges, $14,931; cable, $120,- 
850; teletype machine, $277,445. 
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EW EQUIPMENT 


Phasing-Out Voltmeter 


Portable 15-kv. high-resistance  volt- 
meter, for use on 6,900- and 12,000-volt 
circuits, has been introduced to measure 
higher voltages than those handled by a 


Phasing-out distribution 
able 15-kv, voltmeter. 
Schenectady, N. Y. 


lines with new port- 
General Electric Co., 


previously announced 5-kv. model. De- 
signed particularly for phasing-out power 
distribution circuits, these instruments are 
also suggested for bus sectionalization, 
location of cable faults and similar jobs. 
It consists basically of rectifier-type mil- 
liammeter in series with a 4-watt neon 
lamp and two high-voltage resistors, the 
whole inclosed in a transparent plastic 
tube. Voltmeter is built to withstand 30 
kv. momentarily. 


Rheostat 


Type ‘'F-500'' 500-watt rheostat: standard 
values of resistance from 1.0 to 2,500 ohms. 
Hardwick-Hindle, Inc., Newark, N. J. 


Motor speed control, generator field 
control, lamp dimming, electronic tube 
control are suggested uses for this rheostat 
of metal-porcelain-vitreous enamel  con- 
struction. Contact system is completely in- 
closed; metal-graphite contact brush is 
used; each turn of wire is a separate re- 
sistance step. Ample air space is provided 
between winding form and base. 


Weld Controller 


Model! ‘'!108-53'' weld timer-contactor: for 
220, 440 or 550 volts, 25, 40, 50 or 60 cycles: 
adjustable over a timing range of from 2 to 
30 cycles. Weltronic Corp., Detroit, Mich. 


An electronic tube, relay and magnetic 
contactor make up a new timer-contactor 
for manually or mechanically timed weld- 
ing machines in the 15- to 35-kva. group. 
Two control knobs provide for adjust 
ment to suit the work being welded. Long 
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life and low maintenance costs are claimed 
for the new weld “controller.” Contacts 
of both contactor and relay are removable 
for replacement. 

e 


A.C. Arc Welders 


A.c. arc welders: four models with maximum 
capacities of 75, 150, 200 and 300 amp. 
Emerson Electric Mfg. Co., St. Louis, Mo. 


This company has announced a line of 
a.c. arc welders, featuring transformer 
coils that are wound with copper magnet 
wire with flexible double-spun glass insu- 
lation to stand temperatures in excess of 
1,000 deg. F. On-and-off line switch is 
located on selector panel which is inclined 
as an aid to selection of heats from an 
erect position. Plug and jack connections 
are inside the cabinet as an added pro- 


tective feature. 
’ 


Signal Timer 


Buzzer signal timers with automatic 
reset are announced by this company. At 
the end of the selected time period these 
synchronous motor-driven timers shut off 
timed operation and also start a buzzer 
signal which continues until timer is shut 
off or switched anew for a repeat opera- 
tion. Each timer has two sockets; one, 
black, can take a bulb to light up at the 
end of the timed period or set off an alarm 


BHR‘ timers; standard models cover a time 
control range varying from | second to 55 
minutes. Industrial Timer Corp., 10! Edison 
Newark, N. J. 


Place, 


gong where noise is great; the other, red, 
can provide remote control operation and 
buzzing. 


BUYING ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT?— 
“Electrical World” Electrical Buyers Ref- 
erence is a convenient place to look first 
for manufacturers’ product data, 
and addresses. 


names 


ELECTRICAL 


Mine Electrification 


New electrical equipment announced for 
mining use includes: (1) automatic switch- 
gear equipment for controling one or more 
a.c. synchronous converters; (2) portable 
unitized automatic switchgear for con- 


Automatic mining switchgear arranged for 
portable operation; automatic switchgear for 
converters, not shown; both for standard 
2,300-volt, 60-cycle service, with 275-volt d.c. 
output; d.c. sectionalizing switch, not shown; 
in ratings to 1,600 amp. at 275 or 550 volts 
d.c. Westinghouse Elec. & Mfg. Co., East 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 


troling synchronous motor-generators sub- 
stations; (2) d.c. sectionalizing switches. 
First item represents a compact unit, with 
a length of about 8 ft., and consists of 
high-tension equipment, a.c. starting and 
running panel, relay panel and a d.c. 
panel. Starting and stopping sequences are 
entirely automatic and protection is con- 
tinuously afforded throughout all points 
of operating cycle against abnormal con- 
ditions. Portable equipment provides for 
starting, stopping and running of motor- 
generator set. Sectionalizing switch is 
housed in steel box which can be locked. 


Unit Heaters 


"M" Series ‘'Murco" 
projection type heaters. 
Co., Wausau, Wis. 


heaters and vertical 
D. J. Murray Mfg. 


New line of unit heaters announced is 
said to provide an even distribution of 
heated air at high velocity by reason of 
the design of the individual all copper 
turbo spiral tin tube core; fan shroud is 
said to increase air quantity and decrease 
noise. Vertical projection type unit heat- 
ers which have also been brought out re- 
cently by this company make use of a 
copper and bronze heating element. 


Liquid Level Controls 


Models ''TF-5'' for flange mounting, ‘'TF-6" 
for screw-in mounting, tank float switches. 
Fred H. Schaub Engineering Co., 325 West 
Huron St., Chicago, Ill. 


Switching action in this company’s 
“Magnetrol” line of liquid level controls 
is accomplished by magnetic attraction 
operating through a single-pole, single- 
throw, mercury-to-mercury switch. Newest 
additions te the line are for tanks or vat 
applications where it is necessary to main- 
tain a liquid level within a certain differ- 
ential. As an electrical unit, they may be 
used to energize a pump, solenoid valve or 
motorized valve, depending on the appli- 
cation, including applications where ex- 
plosion-proof equipment is necessary. 
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